ANIMISM
meet; the Nile, the Ganges, and the Tiber are of the company of the great river-gods. The ancient Peruvians of the coast regarded the ocean as the most powerful of the gods, calling it mamacocha, or " mother-sea/' for it yielded the fish on which they largely depended for food.56 If the Romans had their Neptune, and the Greeks their Poseidon, the Celts of Britain had their Nodens and their Ludd, which latter name may survive in Ludgate, while a temple to the god, it has been suggested, once stood on the ground now covered by St. Paul's Cathedral. For the sacred sites of the world have so remained from immemorial times.
Objection may here be made that, in dealing with water-worship, examples from historic, rather than from primitive, sources have been drawn upon. But these later examples are of value as proving the persistence of primitive ideas, and as illustrating the fact that in the rituals of all religions we have no inventions, but only survivals. And since what has been said regarding any one cult applies, mutatis mutandis, to other cults, we may pass to that department of Animism which is concerned with the rela-56 Payne, p. 451.